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| . is laid of POR that. kale; Mey reer in . | 
| ws gave the higheſt proots'-of his wiſdom and piety, | 
and equalled the mot celebrated of his predeceſſors 
in all the arts of governing; and what rendered it 
more difficult to him, was to govern a conquered 
people, and yet to retain their affections. His cle. 
mency was fo great, that he never would conſent to 
the death of any criminal, though capitally con- 
, demned. He changed the pun hment into hard la- 
bour, which principally confiſted in raiſing mounds, 
| and, digging canals. - By his conſtant. attention to 
ſuch works, he raiſed the cities of Egypt higher, and 
rendered them more commodious, than even the great 
Seſoſtris himſelf, eſpecially the city Bubaſtis, Which 
he paid Particular attention to * e and 
. adorming. .-: & | 
{ - Sabacco, we are told, nad 2. ee a hn in a 
dream. The tutelar deity of Thebes admoniſhed him, 
that he could not retain the kingdom of Egypt any 


. Lenker with ſafety and happineſs, except he ſhould 


all the prieſts. as he, paſſed among them 
with. his _— The ſeeming impiety and tendency 
of this viſion ſtartled the prince, and withheld his 
belief of its reality. But the viſion was repeated 
ſeveral times; ſtill, {ds Hig his heart recgiled at 
che perpetration of the attrocious deed ; and, there- 
Fore, he ſent for the prieſts themſelves, and declared 
to them the commands of the gods. However, he 
interpreted the WT: injunction into another ſenſe, 
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It is remarked wk woche hiſtorians,” that, as ſoon as 


Sabacco had fetired | fro: n Egypt, _ is, who! had 
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| 1 The policy of conquerors and of tyrants ſeems to de 5 
under ſimilar circumſtances, in all ages. When Cathari ire the 
I. of Ruffia, had put a period to her huſhand's exiſtence. he 
afterwards affected a ſhew of clemency, of juſtice, and of bene vo- 
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lence. This, like the conduct of Sabacco, was intended as a cover 
to the eruel means by which che empire was obtained: Circum- 


ſtances, however, occurred to both, which ſhewed that their diſ- 
poſitions for, hloodſhed were nearly che me as merly. In the 
dream abe Ve. alluded to, Sabacco, no. doubt, made uſe of it as 2 
pretext, to cover his bloody intention, and moſt probably would 
have put N execution, if he could have done it ith” ſafety. 
Perhaps the. prieſts diſapproved of his conduct, and bis reign 
might be unpopular ; and as that body of men were"eſteemed as 


the legiſlators of the realm, it is evident an oppoſition from them. 


would render him both uneaſy and unſafe. We! ſee, therefore , 
no improbability i in his having it in contemplation. to hutcher the 
whole race of prieſts; but as they were, perhaps, aware of the 
plot, they prevented the poſſibility of the tranſaQtion, by baniſh- 


ing Sethon himſelf from the kingdom. As a proof of Catherine"! : i Y 
CLEMENCY, Ad, it may be obfer ved, that, upon the attempt of 


Poland to efcape from her tyrannic ſubjection, ſhe violated 
every claim to humanity 's IC bene volence. Becauſe the inhabi- 


tants of Iſmael defended themſelves. molt valiantly againft her 


uſurpation, ſhe exterminated them without, diſcrimination | and 


without mercy. . She ſpared neither age nor ſex, but ſacrificed | 


them all upon the altar of her ambition; and, afterwards, ſacri- 
legiouſly offered up public prayers to o heaven, as a thankſgiving 
for the ſucceſs of her enterprize. | ry * A. 
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Fo years, that is, during the whole reign of that prince. 
This, however, bears ſo ftrongly the -air of 8 that 
_ there ſeemg little credit attached to it. 

The ſucceſſor of Sabacco, who next clain 
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Like many. ok the kings Ane Fe was ofthe ſas. 
nee order, being prieſt of Vulcan. He utterly 
overlooked the military claſs, and even ſtripped them 
of their lands and other privileges. Reſenting 1 this 
injurious uſage, they formed a combination, for the. 
purpoſe of refuſing to lift arms in his. caufe. and de - 
fence, if ever he ſhould require their aſſiſtance. Re- 
gardleſs of the murmuring and threats of the ſoldiers, 
he gave himſelf up wholly to a contemplative life, and 
to the functions of his office as a prieſt. But a terrible 


"4 'D 4 Norm ſeemed ready to burſt over his. bead. Senna · 
- 2 cherib, king of Aſſyria, with a mighty and well. ap- 
pointed ar mx, approached Peluſium, intending to 


enter Egypt by that quarter. Sethon, ſceing the dan - 
ger with which he was threatened ſo near, and per- 
ceiving that his ſafety depended on the aid of that 
claſs of men whom he had ſo injuriouſly treated, was. 
_ compelled to apply to them in this preſſing exigency 
but they reſolutely refuſed to dr aw a ſword in his 


defence. Sethon, finding himſelf deſerted by the 
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from his place of concealment, where he had continued 
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ara; and utterly deſtitute of all Anni help, rey . 
ed to his imaginary god, and fervently implored Er 
aid. While he was yet in the temple, he fell into a 2» 
deep fleep, in which he imagined the god Vulcan 1 
ſtood at his ſide, and exhorted him to take courage; 
| aſſuring him, if he would boldly meet the Aﬀyrians = I 
in the field, that he ſhould obtain a complete' victory. z I 
Emboldened by this animating and conſolatory viſion, 
he aſſembled together a promiſcuous body of labour- _ 2 
ers, artificers, and huſbandmen; and, putting himſelf | 
at the head of this undiſciplined but EY _ 
to the frontiers. | Herodotus informs us, that the 1 
very night after his arrival ere, an infinite u : 2g ; 
of field rats entered the enemy's camp, and pos M7 
their quivers, bow ftrings, and ſhield ſtraps to pieces. 
Next morning, when Sethon found the enemy fo dil- | 
armed and moving off, he purſued them, and made Y 
great daughter.“ In memory. of this wangen 1 
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8 a The Babyloniſh Talmud hath. it, th at this deftruRion.u upon 
the army of the Aſfyrians was executed by lightning, and ſome of 
the Targums are quoted for fayi ing the ſame thing: but it ſeemeth, | 1 
moſt likely, that it was effected by bringing on them the hot Wy IJ 
wind, which is frequent in thoſe parts, and often, when it lights i b 
upon a multitude, deſtroys great numbers of them i in a moment; 3 5 

as it frequently happens i in thoſe vaſt caravans of the Mahometans | 

_ who make their annual pilgrimages to Mecca; and the words of 

Ifaiah, which threatened Senacherib with a Blaſt that God weuld 

| ſend upon him, ſeem to denote this thing. = 
Herodotus gives us ſome account of this deliverance from the A 
Aﬀyrians, in 2 fabulous applieation of it to the” city of Peluſtun = 3 
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= he left any of his poſterity to ſucceed | him in the go- 
vernment of Egypt. But whether it aroſe from a 
popular diſcontent with the regal form, which had 
; hitherto been "uniformly the mode of the Egyp- 


= tian government, or it happened by a pre · concerted 


plot, laid by ſome of the chief men of that country, it 
= would be i inproper to aſſert. Certain it is, however, 
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It is particubably to be a that l calls the king 
of Aſfyria, Senacherib, as the ſcriptures do, and the time in both 
- doth alſo well agree; which plainly ſhews, that it is the ſame fach 
chat i is reſerred to by Herodotus, although much diſguiſed in the 
"relation; which may be eaſily accounted ſor, when we conſider 
"that it comes to ns through the hands of ſuch as had the greateſt 
averſion both to the natlon and religion of the Jews, and-there= _ 
| fore would relate nothing in ſuch a manner as would give reputa- 


tion to eithe. TO PxzpEavx's CONNECTION. 


Alt modern chriſtian hiſtorians believe that this pretended 


. miracplous interpoſition i in favour of the Egyptians was only the 


real deliverance wrought in favour of Hezekiab, in the deſtruc- 
tion of 18 3,000 of Sennacherib's army before e and cle- 
de in Srecian fable by Herodqtus, 2 


hon gets which eee was divided. into 12 14 Mp- 
doms, and were governed by 12 of the principal = 
Egyptian lords. And, notwithſtanding that power: is 
intoxicating, and, of conſequence, jealouſy and ambi- 
tion ſoon diſcover themſelves; yet, what 1 is rather un- 
common, theſe 12 Princes entered into. the aricteſt 7 
aſſociation, to have no other; aim in their joint go - 
vernment but the welfare of the public. This mutual 
engagement was ſanctioned in the ſtrongeſt poſlible: 20 
manner, with the deſign of perpetuating this harmo- 2, 
ny and union during their reſpective reigns. It is Et 
true, they had been incited to tifeſe friendly diſpoſi- 
tions by a preternatural cireumſtance upon their en- 
tering vpon their government, for an oracle had pro- 
nounced, that any of their number who offered a l- 
bation in a brazen helmet, ſhould be raiſed to ths . = 
: government of all Egypt. 85 * : 9 
Herodotus informs us, that, i in order to perpetuate = 
the memory of this ſingular. harmony, which, for a 
conſiderable time, reigned among theſe princes, and . 
to hand down. their names to poſterity, they built the ; 
celebrated labyrinth near the lake Moeris. That this 1 
was the work of 12 kings, is uniformly aſſerted ' in 
Egyptian hiftory ; but whether of thoſe 12 who ſuc- 
ceeded Sethon, is not ſo clearly ſubſtantiated. But 
their joint reign arrived near its termination; for, 
upon a ſolemn feſtival in honour of Vulcan, while 
they were performing a public ſacrifice to that god, 
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"inſtead of } 2 gobles, in which they were to 
ah their libations. Pſammeticus, happening to 
ſtand laſt in the order of the princes, finding himſelf 
either accidentally unprovided with a bow], or inten- 
tionally overToaked, did not wait till he could be 
ſupplied with one from the ſacred treaſury by the 
prieſt, but bluntly took off his helmet from his head, 
which was of braſs, (as indeed the other eleven wore 
helmets of the ſame metal) from which, without ce- 
remony, he offered his libation.* 

After Plammeticus had performed his part of the 
ceremony, and the princes had retired, the enuncia- 
tion of the oracle was brought to their recollection. 
They were fully aware that he had inadvertently per- 
formed the libation in that extraordinary manner, 
but they were determined to prevent the poſſibility of 
his acquiring the dominion over Egypt, by baniſhing 
him to the moſt marſhy parts of Lower Egypt, which | 
was then the moſt unproductive part of that country. | 
This being leſs populous than the reſt of Egypt, the 
princes apprehended little, therefore, from his enter- 
Prize, i in order to raiſe an Fry againſt them. He 


* It is certain | that the ancients made ue of a nelmets on 
various occaſions: whenever any thing was to be decided by lots, 
dhe lots were caſt into a helmet; and as they appear very obvious 


for ſuch a purpoſe, ſo many inſtances i in anciem writers occur d 
* . ſoldiers _ Drinking out of them. Brror. | 


64 the attention £1 tm ſubjects. to maritime affait 
; Being poſſeſſed of a bold, ſpeculative genius, he ſoon: | 
gvercame their prejudices to that element, and, by 
eultivating commercial intercourſe with the Phee- 
nicians, Greeks, and other trading nations, he not 
only enriched his ſubjects with wealth, but alſo. ac- 
quired the favour and friendſbip of ſeveral foreign 
nations. This ſtroke of policy was not unobſerved 
by his colleagues, who, dreading that he might be- 
come too formidable, reſolved to remove the grounds | 
of their apprehenſions, by reducing. him to their ſub- 
jection, or baniſhing him to another part of Egypt. To 
effect this, they all, at ang time, declared war again 
him, intending thereby to annihilate his power at 
one blow. Unable, with his Egyptian ſubjects, to 
cope with ſo formidable a force, he had recourſe to 
foreign : aid ; and, hiring an army of Ionians, Carians, 
and Arabians, he united this powerful body with his 
own native troops, and gave battle to the allied prin· 
Ces. He was ſucceſsful, and, after routing them i in 
the field, purſued his advantages with ſuch ſucceſs, 
that, in the end, he totally ſtripped them. of their 
dominions, added them to. his own, and bec Ames 
thereby, ſole ſovereign of Egypt. 
Herodotus gives. us an account of the manner of 
the acceſſion of Pſammetichus to the throne of that 
country ſomewhat different. That hiſtorian relates, 4 


: that n conſequence of the oppoſition and envy of his 
colleagues, he retreated to the fenny parts of his 
diſtrict; but, actuated by reſentment for ſuch injuri- 
ous uſage, he {ent to the oracle of Latona, in the 
city of Butos, to conſult how and when he might 
= - hope for redreſs. The anſwer he Teceived' was, that 
= BRAZEN would fuddenly riſe out of the ſea, and a- 
_ venge his cauſe. Quite loſt at the ſeeming abſurdity of 
= thc reſponſe, he paid little attention to the oracle. But 
= not long after, ſome Ionian and Carian pirates land- 
ed, i in brazen armour; and an Egyptian, who had 
never ſeen men ſo armed before, went in haſte to in- 
form Pſammeticus, that brazen men had emerged 
from the ſea, and were pillaging the coaſts; the 
prince, judging that this was the fulfilment of the an- 
fwer of the oracle, went and courteouſly entreat- 
ed them, by loading them with preſents, to join his 
Intereſt in a war in which he was engaged. ! Comply- 
ing with his terms, they joined his Egyptian troops, 
| overthrew the confederated princes, and put him in 
* full poſſeſſion of the whole kingdom. Thus ended the 


government of the tw-elve royal ws. wane after it 
had billed I 5 A 


* 


195 It is eee e that 1 events of the moſt conſequential 
nature have taken their ariſe from the moſt trifling circumſtances. 
Darius obtained the empire of Perſia by the neighing of his horſe; 
and Pſammeticus arrived at the threne of Egypt, by kis aé- 
jy TE an eblation in his helmet of brass. 7 OE 


| PSAMMETICUS.. _ . 


Trane the acceſſion of this prince to the entire Foo OE 
minion of Egypt, the hiſtory of that celebrated eoun- 
try becomes leſs dubious and obſcure. 0 Pſammeticus, | 
now reigning uncontrouled by jealous rivals, equalled, 
in the adminiſtration of the affairs of that powerfyl 
kingdom, the moſt celebrated and renowned of his 
predeceſſors. His counſels were dictated by wiſdom, 
and executed with magnanimity and. confummate 
prudence. We put our readers in the recollection qt? 
his extraction, being the ſon of Necus, whom Sabacco, 
an Egyptian lord, upon his eonquering Egypt, put to 
a cruel death; nor is it improbable, that, had he not 
fled from the ruthleſs barbarian into Syria, he 
would have ſhared the ſame fate. Being placed on | 
the throne of Egypt, by the aſſiſtance of foreign 
troops, and forming alliances with. their reſpective 5 
nations, he made good all his engagements as he had 
promiſed them, with che ſtricteſt honour and juſtice 3 
over and above, he preſented them with donations . 
of lands on both ſides of the Nile, and probably, : 
from that being the ſcene of his ſucceſs againft his 
rival aſſailants, he called theſe ſettlements the camp. ; 
Being greatly charmed with the Greek language, as 
well as entertaining a high opinion of the courage 
and military proweſs of that warlike nation, he placed 
ſeveral children under. their tuition, in order that they 
might have their minds formed by their cuſtoms and 
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| determined. to repair - it, "fea. forfaken. 1 the” 
flower of his army. For this purpoſe, he 1 
ecommerce with redoubled ardour; ; 128 opened is. 
ports indiſeriminatek; all — 2 I | 
ry to the impolitic a N maxims of his prede- | | | 


ceeſſors, he kindly received and courteouſly careſſed. | 


By this means his ſubje&s were enriched, by having. 1 
che fruits of their induſtry diſpoſed of to advantages) 5 0 
and elegance and Poliſhed manner g ſucceeded to a EC 
eontracted and contemptuous deportment b 9 
fo reign. nations. But he did not confine his political 1 
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Venigern, thy i of 9 and * 1 Roman: - 1 
deputies. Being a tyrant by education; he was poſſeſſed of no ta- | 

5 lents but that of fubjugating the people. Upon the inroads of the 
Seots and Pics, he made their weakneſs the pretence of i invites. : 3 

a body of Saxons into Ehgland, which, inſtead of turning their 1 I : 

ainſt thoſe rude warridrs, fought againſt the Britons, and 

ultimately made 2 ſettlement in. England. They faw tos late 5 3 4 
their own folly, i in ſuffering Vortigern to invite theſe wercenary bs 
I Their own country was ſo populous and barten, and 
. 4 + the fertile lands of Britain ſo agreeable and alluring, that, in a 
. 8 "Vitle time, this country was overrun by thouſands of hungry San- 1 I | 
ons, with their wives and families. They ſought every occaſion WO 

to quarrel. with the native. Britons; and frefh hordes: of. theſe i in 1 IJ | 
vaders daily] pouring into England, they ſubjugated, in length of . 
time, the moſt of our native countrymen, and the peſt fled. bor re- - 
fuge to > the hills of Wales and 0 of | Caledonis. | „„ * — 
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his ſword z but the wound: not being immediately Wort:, 4 
tal, he had the morti ifieation to learn ſoon: afterwards ' 
that Cleopatra. was yet aliyt . ; Reviving at the intelli-ñ 
gence, he deſired to be conveyed into her r pre eſence; but _ 
the queen being : afraid uf opening the gates; 2 appeared ; | 
on the battlements, Where; to her ſurprize and diſtreſs F 
the perceived the bleeding Body. of Amony; in be 
pangs of death... He was, in that dreadful conditions” = 3 
drawn vp by meansf cords to the top of the-build+. | 
ing, , but the meeting betwirt them Was too affecting — 


for deſeri ption:-. He extended his feeble hands, with! 1 
features diſtorted; towards the frantie Cleopatra and 
| while the accuſed -herſelf of treachery. to that un pp Vo - Y 
Roman, beat her: breatt, to tore- her hair, and, with the: 1 I 
moſt mournful exc Ie rations: faw. him expire in ago - 5 1 
nies at her lectſ- Thus died the great, but unfortunate 
Antony, i in the 53d year. of his age, leaving no other: 2 oF 
competitor. in the government of the. Roman empires _ 


but Odavius Cæſar. 0000 oo 
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Cleopatra, n now that the great obſtacls to. RY am- A 
bition of Cæſur was: removed, in the death of An- 
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tony, wiped away her Furs: — 0 had vet ſufficient am- 5 0 
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5 | ha gain to hab | made ee impr © 
# + the wor hue 8 Odarlus; : bay, but while 175 latte 
5 eil he hopes on 


 _ therefore, he had gained poſſeſſion of fier erf h 
b . 55 | monument, by a ſtratagem of Proculeius, he endea- 
vpvoured to inſpire her wit ey orc and 18 divert 
1 e ed kaut f 1 nega 


fi > to ate" over al zotions.” In — 7 
n likewiſe, to encourage in Cleopatra the hope and the 
„ deſire of life, Octavius again diſpatched his friend, 
leius, to offer in his name any favours the 
3 might deſire. The interment of Antony -only was re- 
A queltcd, and was performed by the queen in the moſt 
„ magnificent manner. But Cæſar being ſtill aware of 
= | the ſuſpicions ſhe entertained againſt him, made her 
Aà viſit in perſon, to divert her from any deſperate 
. | purpoſes, by the preſpect of future grandeur, and at 
the ſame time to aſcertain the extent of her wealth. 
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F 1" 3 . interview was conducted by © ORtavius with the Cate 


"tion of an able ne: ociator, ſolicitous to fatter and to 


LE gain informations, and Alſo ftugious to , vole any e en- 
na ment that might 1 be injurious- to bis intereſts. * 


Cleopatra, on the, contrary, dis played the 2 mod eſty and 
dejection of n * afflicted widow, combined with. that 
elegance of p grace i in melancholy, which is 10 peculiarly 
5 attt active and affecting in 2 beautiful woman; and 

while. ſhe handed him an inventory' 'of her treaſures, 
Mo” antious, likewiſe, to impreſs the mind of 
- Ceiar with ſentiments of a tender nature. | The con- 
queror was too cool a ſpectator, to be win ſo to her 
| purpoſe z z and as he plainly perceived, through the . 
5 1 of her r ſorrow, that the carne was e 


i eng with her K children to Tae * as an ornament. 


af his triumph, the reſolved effectually to deceive him, _ 
by a voluntary death. Having formerly aſcertained i 
the knowledge of an immediate diſſolution, by various 
experĩments which were wantonly : made on criminals, : 
the ſecretly procured the means of accompliſhing her 
reſolution, and patiently awaited her opportunity... | 
On that fatal day, ſhe requeſted liberty, from Czlar | 
to viſit Antony” s tomb. She there. vowed her reſo- 
lution, and, after ſtre wing the flent grave of her 7 a 
a lover with flowers, the returned to her palace, went. . 
into her private bath, and from thence to dinner 


Alter this ſhe wrote to Cæſar ; and having ordered | 
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Ber attendants to retire, except 1 two favourite 5 


women, x peaſant brought her a baſket of figs, : at the | 
bottom of which: an "aſpic®. was concealed... With 
this ſhe Taſfered h fel to be ſtung, and, after reclin- | 
ing upon her bed; died without A  groan.—oThus died a 
tlie celebrated Cleopatra, at the age -of thirty-nine; 3 
and after a reign of two and twenty years. =. Making: 
ae as for the failings and the. vices Which a cor- 
rupted education rendered familiar to her, the was a 
1 of great Uberality, profound erudition, and 
wonderful abilities: Though the laxury c 'of her court. 
tended to introduce the baſeſt paralites, 2hd men of 

e m minal char; et, her 5 litera-- 
tare, her dirotion: to the: arts; - Att attachment t. to 
ky ſcience which an Fadens: and exalt the 
er memory long yenera- 
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| "Pp nd of n man, muſt rende er her m jor 
Ble ' armong Eivi lized nations, and only octaſion 55 
regret that her virtues Thould have ber tarniſhed b 

mch violent paſſions... The 7 mous Ale d 1. 
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by was again opened under her reign; the proc luc- 


* 


tions of the moſt celebrated philolophers/ Were add 
to the collection (exctuſi ve of the 1 Abrary of wal | 
king of Tergamüs, given to her by Antony, c conli filing ; 
of 200,000 volumes); 5 and, beſides repairing "the loſs. 
of the Bruchien Ubrary conſumed by fire, the aug | 
mented' it with numerous tranſlations that were be- 


for 122 * to Egypi p tian or r Grecian pliloſo- — 
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Phers. Her own- exam mple Rimulated the Jabs of 4 © 4 


literary menz and ſlie not only underſtood the Egyp- 2 


tian and the Macedonian languages, thoſe moſt com- 


mon to ber anceſtors, but could. ſpeak and tranſlate 2 
with facility the. language of the Ethiopians, Trogle — 


. dytz, \rabians,, Syrians, - Medes and Parthians, and 


even. communicated with - their ambaſſadors without 5 


an interpreter. Such were the qualities of erg 
the laſt of the independent Egyptian ſovereigns; 


woman of une xampled beauty, the principal ſource & 5 


all her vices, and. moſtly of all ber erimes. ; 
Octavius had no ſooner received the ſetter of Cleo. 


patra, than a meſſeng ger was s diſpatched. to prevent am 


event which had already r Oc eurred. The Pſili, or 


| ferpent-eaters, Were .cmpl 


5 


were in vain. The. diſappointed Ceſar, thus 


queror adopted his uſuat policy, in rendering that 


ed to-ſuck the: poiſon from 
the wound, but all Mis efforts to reſtore her to life: 
leprivck 
of a principal ornament to his victories, was obliged, 4 43 
on his return to Rome, to ſubſtitute only a ſtatue. of 5 I 
that wonderful woman in his triumphal proceſſion. 1 
— With reſpect to the ſubjugation of Egypt, the con- 4 


ancient kingdom a willing uictim to the Roman yoke. 5 


Czfarion, his brother, and the ſon of Jalius Czfar v; 
Cleopatra; had too high pretenſions to the fortunes of * |} 
his father to be ſpared, and was therefore put to death 8 
in attempting to eſeape into Ethiopia. The people 
of military pu- 


of Alexandria, who dreaded the idea 
niſkment, were told Octavius himſelf, on. ung 
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